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Shanghai, Paradise Of *{ 


- Adventurers 


Book Will Be Received With Mixed Feelings 
All Depending Upon Whether “Sacred 
Prestige”’ Stepped On 


ADVENTURERS. BY G. 
MILLER (PSEUDONYM), DIP- 
LOMAT. NEW YORK: ORSAY 
PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC. 
1937, Pp. 307. SPECIAL PRICE 
CHINESE $800 OBTAINABLE 
AT THE COMMERCIAL PRESS, 
LTL., SHANGHAI. 


(REV. By A. O. YANG) 
Sarena earn 


Even before copies of this book 
arrived at Shanghai, the identity 
Jot “G. E, Miller” had been unearthed 
by an_ enterprising contemporary. 
Consequently, the following open 
letter was addressed on May 31, 


1937, to the Chinese people py Mr. 
» who was “resign- 
g from as Mexican Consul 


at Shanghai”: 
I feel a deep sorrow as I see 
myself compelled to leave China, 


' 
SHANGHAI, THE PARADISE OF 
E. 


a country which I have lea-ned 
to love during the years of my 
sojourn, and for which I now 
entertain a sincere affection. On 
the other hand, at this moment 
of my departure, I experience s 
keen sense of satisfaction at have 
ing accomplished a high duly 
toward the country which has 
extended to me its cordial hos- 
pitality, and also towards my own 
conscience. : 

The news appeared i: some of 
the local Foreign Press, these 


CHINA FRRSS ~ 11.20.59. 


The book offers to the Chinese 
People a most extraordinary op- 
portunity of effectively demon- 
strating to all classes of foreign- 
ers that on both the intellectual 
and moral planes th stand on 
a level of equality, not of _8y- 
‘perlority, with them, : 
“Shanghai, the Paradise of Ad- 
venturers" aims at putting an 
end, or at least at c A 
nefarious activities or exploitation 
systematically practised by for- 
eign adventurers of all classes 
and types in a country which exe 
tends them such wonderful hos- 
Ppitality. 

I hope that among the good 
results achieved, you Chinese 
People will initiate ways and 
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and you 
improved the setting for the Ad- 
venturer. 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
8.3,Special Branch 35%, 
REPORT July 197 


_...On July.15 Mr. Chilikin telephoned requesting 

to be informed if the Police have any objections to his printing 

_-in_his daily newspaper a translation of the book entitled 
—_"Shanghai, the Paradise of Adventurers". ss ee are 


-______.____ dm accordance with the instructions of the __ 
PeAe to D.C.(SpeBr.), I asked Mr. Chilikin this morning if he 


possesses the author's rights to publish a translation of the 
_ book entitled “Shanghai, the Paradise of :dventurers®, to which 
h d_in the a rmativ I_then enquired if he knows the 
author and received @ reply stating “yes", whereupon I asked __ 


already been published and moreover China is not a member of the 
International Convention of Copyright Law. He explained that 


the Russian translation of the book is under way but he considers 


it will be necessary to eliminate certain parts of the book 


when publishing it in his newspapere 


ee 


Wanted: A Champion 

Somepay some well-meaning and ambitious 

but overly-optimistic soul is going to start 
writing a book to end all books about China. 
At any rate, if that subject may seem a bit! 
too big to tackle, he may concentrate on 
Shanghai. But it won't get him anywhere. 
Anyone who entertains such a pleasant fantasy 
is ving in a fool's paradise. 


We doubt if anyone has ever compiled a 
complete bibliography of the books that have 
been written about China by foreigners. Even 
should the compiler limit himself to books 
published in the English language, and to 
books published abroad as distinguished from 
those published by presses in China, he would 
have an unenviable job on his hands. W: 
might even go so far as to limit the list to 
fiction, for that matter. 


Mo writers on China, however, are not 

inclined to deal through the medium of 
fiction. They prefer to inscribe what they 
call facts. They write histories, surveys of 
Chinese economics, art, politics, religion, socia) 
conditions; they write travelogues by the boat- 
load. They pen their personal experiences, 
and usually the more lurid and hair-raising 
the experiences the better. 

Wa are informed that Mauricio Fresco's 
book “Shanghai: Paradise of Adventurers” is 
promising to become one of the best sellers 
offered over the counters of local book shops 
in recent months. Trial orders were snapped 
up, and the first regular shipment has now 
been sold out. The former Mexican consul- 
general here has resigned his post and left for 
Europe, declaring that he had received threats 
from unnamed persons mentioned in the 
volume. 

s s s 

is good publicity for Sr. Fresco, in our 
opinion, and excellent publicity for hi 
book, but we deplore it. We have not had a 
chance to read the book word for word but we 
have skimmed through it and we have perused! 
@ considerable amount of publisher's ballyhoo 
Our. réaction Was at first one of indifference. 
Blatant bombast about Shanghaj does no! 
pique our interest, particularly when it is so 
Chvioualy written es a deliberate attempt ta 
malign the characters of several local re- 
sidents. Shanghai has never laid claim to be- 
ing an Oriental City of the Angels. for which 
we have been thankful, and we are fully aware 
that it is no Utopian community filled with 
: Little Lord Fauntleroys and Rebeccas of Sunny. 
brook Farm. Therefore we weren't gibbering 
with excitement when the former Mexican} 
, comsul wrote = book about the town, even 
2 But ‘chuises our choler is that this grosaly! 


The Shanohai Evening Post & Mercury, Friday, July 2,. 1937 
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Ww wish that Carl Crow, genial aavettudny ; ie 

man of this city, would sit himself down re 
and write a bock about Shanghai. His ‘400 . 
Million Customers” has been enthusias' 
received abroad, and he is now engaged in 
polishing off the rough spots in his latest 
effort, “Chinese Silhouette,” which will be pub. 
lished early next year. While we feel strongly 
that far too many books about China are being 
written by tourists on their usual two-week 
visit and by sensation-mongering residents, we 
feel equally as strongly that far too few books 
have bec: written by Mr. Crow. He, however, 
has hitherto confined himself chiefly to the 
broad China scene. Now is the time to write 
about the city in which he has lived and work. 
ed for so many years. 

Mr. Crow is impatient with Westerners who 
still feel that the people of this country and 
their manners and customs constitute a 
gigantic Chinese puzzle. He is also impatient 
with those who, failing to understand Chinese 
life and customs after perfunctory pondering 
let the whole matter go with a sigh of “thosc 
inscrutable Chinese.” 


"THIS attitude on his part could be.as easily 

applied to the subject of Shangha!l. Any 
book that he might be pleased to write on it 
would, we are sure, be a readable interpretation 
of life in this city, minus the garish and 
entirely unnecessary trimmings. 


But if Mr. Crow is a bit weary of typewriter- 
pounding then let some cther champion of 
Shanghai with the ability to present the city 
in its true light step forward, lance in hand. 
From most of the “Interpretative” books writ- 
ten about us, readers abroad by now must 
think of Shanghai as something akin to a zoo. 
A civic-minded citizen should not have a great 
deal of trouble disillusioning the world on this 
score. 


Ne 


American Magazine 
**Plays Up”? Volume 
By Mauricio Fresco — 


Apperently the Digest takes Sr. 
Fresco as an authority, for it 
quotes him very extensively on the 


Editor-al comment on this sub- 
fect will be found on page 10 of 
today’s Evening Post. 
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PHE CHINA’PRESS, SATURDAY, JUNE_26, 1987, 


Mexican Consul’s Book 
Already Sold Out Here 


100 Copies Sold Of Alleged 
Expose Of Lo Local Dregs 


“Shanghai, the he Paradise of Ad- 
venturers,” by G. E. Miller, nom- 
de-plume of Mr. M. Fresco, former, 
Consul Gensral for Mexico in this: 
lcity, promises to be ane of the best | 


sellers off ver the counters oF” 
p0o0k in a good many, 
months, ps years. _ i 
j statement is on th?! 


with which the first. consign- 
ment of the book was sold out after 
it ‘:ad reached the shelvss of the 
: Kelly and Walsh store on Nanking, 


Road. 


When news of the book was first) 
noised about Shanghai six or seven 
weeks ago, this company cabled a 
trial order of 100 to_ the 


A much larger order was dis- 
patched some time ago and the next 
shipment is expected to reach here 
in a few weeks. 


nal ite ge: expose of Shang- 
ie an eading Shanghai 
citizens, the at- 
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June 22, 1937. Afternoon Transit: 


Lih Pao publishes the following article written by one San Ho iA) s- i 
CONS 


When China was first invaded by the foreign 
Imperialists, the Chinese people were frightened of them, 
later became hostile against them, and finally many of our 
fellow countrymen have become infected with the foreign 
madness. They begin to think that whatever the foreign 
Imperialists do is perfect and that the Chinese people, 
being backward in natural endowments as compared with the 
foreigners, are only Qualified to be the slaves of others. 

Whether what the Imperialists do in China is 
perfect or otherwise should not need discussion. We have 
@lready suffered from many of their “meritorious” deeds. 
Compared with the subjects of our “spacial friendly mtion® 
from whose acts of aggression we have suffered the most and 
who are in the habit of perpetrating in our territory various 
kinds of disreputable acts, the other foreign Imperialists 
are to our eyes obviously better, though they have sometimes 
committed like acts when opportunities have arisen. 

But now all their former false pretences 
have been disclosed. These high-nosed and green-eyed 
persona who usually look down upon the Chinese peopie with 
contempt are, truth to tell, after all swindlers. Their 
activities have been clearly and vividly described in the 
book entitled “ghanghai, the Paradise of adventurers." 
Under the strong protection of Consular Jurisdiction and 
availing themselves of the fact that the “*Whites® are 
generelly respected in the Chinese community, they were 
and are able to lead a life of luxury by means of fraudulent i 
activities. Be they taipans with immense wealth, ‘or 
diplomatic officials decorated with medals, or members of 
Investigation Missions who claim to be the saviours of 
China, or priests with respectable appearance, or any other 
“fereign lords", noble or otherwise, they are all swindilers 
ence their real face has been disclosed. ' 

; This book was written by the former Consul | 

for Mexico. It enables us to acquire some knowledge of | 
the real faces of the foreign lords. Unfortunately, the 
writer was forced to leave Shanghai for his home country : 
because of this book which incurred the displeasure of i 
many of the local unscrupulous foreign gentlemen. 

After what the writer says in this book, 
it is to be hoped that the Chinese people will be able 
to stir up an angry torrent to sweep away from our soil 
the banner of Consular Jurisdictions; it is only by doing 
this that we will be able to get rid of cur mani@ towards 
foreigners. Wer will it be necessary for us to ve hostile 
against then. However, for the present, we must not allow 
ourselves te be cheated or swindled my longer. 
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THE CHINA PRESS, SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 


‘N. Y. R eport 
Fresco Missing 


Denied Here 


= Associates Have 
A No Intimation Any- | 
: thing Amiss 

Reports current in New York City 


jo Mauricio Fresco, former Hon-__ 


| 

The report, from the New, 

York Correspondent of THe Cua! 
Press, further stated that Fresco's 
;Publishers feared that ‘disclosures, 
of a grave character regarding: 
Shanghai individuals and institu-| 
tions” contained in “Shanghai, 


_in New York on May 6, had caused 
» him to meet with either an untime- 
ly death or serious ipjury. 


According to the cablegram re- 
ceived from THe Cmtwa Press cor- 
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THE CHINA PRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 1937 


F resco Book 
Proves To Be 
Best Seller 


| t 
| ‘Three thousand cories in_ three and cories 3 
weeks: that is the local sates re-; 
cord of ‘the Chinese version of the| 
book, “Shanghai, Paradise of Ad- 
venturers," whose publication re- 
sulted in the precipitate departure 
jthis week of its author, Mr. 
Mauricio Frensco. 

BookseHers reported yesterday |. 
that the volume, which “exposes” 

graft centering -around 


alleged _ 
foretgn_ Pry re, diplom cus 
ie elty, is eral 
ST : 
ng the e, Chinese, “While ihe 
expect the pre- 
sent run of 1,000 copies a week to 
last very Jong, they nevertheless 
predict that the book will establish 
a local best seller record. 
The English version of the sen- 
sational volume, printed in New 


York, is ted to reach here 
in two ¥ 
aul a . Freaco, formerly 

here, announced 
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a) The Shanghai Evening Post & Mercury, Thursday, June 3, 1937 
‘Fresco Book On Sha’i 


‘ 
) | Atms To ‘‘Reveal’’ Bad 
i |___ Conditions, Characters 


Names Named, States 
Publisher ; Take It 


“Mr. Miller’s manuscrint came 
to us with a mass of supporting 
evidence,” says the editorial 
Girector of the Orsay Publishing 


Opium 
disclosures in the book 


Other 
deal with the opium trade, which 
involves San Francisco residents: 


Or Leave It House, “and we know it is air-[Jexportation from mghai of 
tight. We offer Mr. Miller’s ner-|/ thousands of ae * aitines 

RE CEIVED rative in the belief that its is- Packed in Japan, but labeled 

BLURB svance is a distinct public service.||“Patked in Svain”; gambling con- 
—_—— The author vredicts that within/|cessions from which diplomats get 


| Pipomialang calculated to rock {1% veers the ereat. moral mess in|| their cut; the ease with which 


involving 
Commission, the 
diplomatic representatives of 
various countries in China, two 
‘missionary orders, and a big 
American Motor Company"—are 
-set forth in “Shanghai, the Para- 
:dise of Adventurers”, Mauricio 
Fresco, described as “a well-known 
diplomat.” It is issued by the 
Crsay Publishing House. 

The book will be released in 
Shanghai shortly. The author i:_ 
given as “G. E, Miller.” Senor 
Fresco, former Mexican consul in 
Shanghai, gave up his post last 
Monday and departed these shores 
for Europe to “safeguard his gov- 


: nations — charges 
the Lytton 


Shanghai will be cleaned wu) 


through pressure by the decet’'| without ever paying; the 


Peoples of the world.” 
Consul As Reporter 

Fresco alleges that a consul-gen- 
eral in Shanghai, sent by the 
League of Nations to Mukden to 
report on happenings there after 
the invasion, stayed in his hotel 
room most of the time, and got 
the material for his dispatches 
from a Japanese army captain: 
that he didn’t know there had 
been a Russian-Japanese war, 
asked when it occurred, and grum- 
bled because the Javanese had 
started a new war in such fright- 
fully cold weather, 


many eat and drink in Shanghai 
metry 
Sumping of husbands and wives. 
back and forth, over the bonds of 
conjugal fidelitv; the tricking of 
New York society by a graduate of 
the Shanghai knavery school; and 
the permitted entrance into this 
port of large quantities of liquor. 
duty-free, in exchange for liberal] 
gifts of drinkables for use at 
parties staged by notables. 4 


It was Brough Werner, the|] 
author avers, who went from 
Shanghai to New York posing as 1 
an aviator and was lionized 
society there, got a lot of publicity, 
and thrilled radio listencrs by: ) 


,ernment from any diplomatic} Fresco names a minister, alleg- roadcasting acina 
‘complications which might sgrise]ing that he sold passports to the a fa 7 oe Seenall 
following publication,” highest bidders; and _ another, | quotes a letter which he says 

Lytten Hit consul-general, recalled oak pay Wetner wrote a friend in the Ori-|j 
Among Mr, Fresco's lurid state- ‘hat he fabricated and sold pass jijent saying: “The hardest thing 
ments are these: ports; and alleges Ned as Sate ij 1 ever did in my life was to keep i 
1. ‘That the Lytton Commission| At Harbin sold 5000 faked passpor's!-/q straight face in front of the 
wasted 15 orecious days having a ite R 7 Wauee meter hoe “ ain ae , 
good time in Japan when it was Sirens Befere Breakfast from the air. ere 
ostensibly investigating the Japan- the hell is Pukien anyway.” 
cse invasion of Manchuria for the} He rneaks of a consul-general|.| There is a chapter about a ship-|‘ 
League of Nations, and that great load of criminals deported from 
numbers of Chinese non-combat- Argentina, turned away from]! 
ants were killed by artillery while many Euronean ports, and finally, 
Lord Lytton and his associates i going to Shanghai, knowing they 
were being entertained by Japan.|3ian women, would all be welcomed here. 
ese officials. instinct and the keen scent of bird . 
2. That agents of Japan blew} gs, hunt and stalk and retrieve. 
up some of her own soldiers and 
blamed it on China to invent an . 
excuse for occupying Manchuria. 
i} 
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